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Statement on the Death of Ray Charles 
June 18, 2004 

Ray Charles Robinson was a hero—the 
child who faced down adversity and worked 
hard to become one of the greatest exam-
ples of the American Dream. His songs 
have lifted us in times of sorrow and 
helped us celebrate in times of joy. 

His music and his optimism touched the 
lives and hearts of millions and spanned 

generations, cultures, races, and back-
grounds. People from all walks of life would 
come together and tap their feet as one 
when Ray Charles played. 

Laura and I send our prayers and condo-
lences to his family and friends. 

Message on the Observance of Juneteenth, 2004 
June 18, 2004 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Juneteenth.

On June 19, 1865, Major General Gor-
don Granger and his Union troops arrived 
in Galveston, Texas, bringing word of the 
Emancipation Proclamation which had 
been issued more than 2 years earlier. On 
hearing the news that ‘‘all persons held as 
slaves’’ in the rebellious States were 
‘‘thenceforward, and forever free,’’ former 
slaves celebrated their new freedom. 

Today, African Americans in Texas and 
other parts of the country observe June 19, 
also known as Juneteenth, with cookouts, 
family gatherings, parades, and other com-

munity events. Juneteenth celebrates the 
truth that freedom is God’s gift to every 
man and woman. This day also recognizes 
the progress America has made in ensuring 
that our Nation lives up to our founding 
principles of liberty, equality, and justice, 
and represents an occasion to reaffirm our 
commitment to these principles. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
June 19, 2004 

Good morning. This week, we received 
more good news showing that our economy 
is gaining momentum. The Department of 
Labor reported State-by-State job gains for 
the month of May. In every region of our 
Nation and across many growing industries, 
more Americans are finding work. The 
State of Arizona added 8,400 new jobs in 
May. New Jersey gained 9,500 new jobs. 

Pennsylvania added 10,700 new jobs. And 
North Carolina picked up 13,400 new jobs. 

The unemployment rate has fallen in 46 
out of the 50 States over the last year. 
And many of the new jobs are being cre-
ated in industries that pay above average 
wages, such as construction and education 
and manufacturing. 
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Time and again, our economy has defied 
the gloomy predictions of pessimists. Be-
cause of the hard work of so many Ameri-
cans and because of the good policies in 
Washington, DC, our economy is strong, 
and it is getting stronger. America has 
added more than 1.4 million new jobs since 
last August. Our economy has grown at the 
fastest pace in almost two decades, and the 
recession was one of the shortest and 
shallowest in modern American history. 

Americans are earning more, and be-
cause of tax relief, they’re keeping more 
of what they earn. Real after-tax incomes 
have increased by 11 percent since the start 
of 2001. Those are important gains for our 
entire economy because they go to the tax-
payers and not to the Government. And 
we have seen that the taxpayers know best 
how to drive our economy forward. Moms 
and dads have used their child tax credit 
checks and other tax relief to boost demand 
throughout our economy. The homeowner-
ship rate is at an alltime high, and because 
of greater demand, businesses are making 
more purchases of equipment. Business in-
vestment is up more than 9 percent in the 
last year. And we know that when busi-
nesses invest, that makes it more likely 
someone will find a job. 

Tax relief is working. But there’s more 
to do to keep our economy growing. My 
pro-growth, pro-jobs economic agenda 
starts with making tax relief permanent so 
the families and businesses can plan for 
the future with confidence. The House has 
voted to make much of my tax relief per-
manent. And now the Senate needs to act, 
so that we do not raise taxes on the Amer-
ican people. 

We must maintain our policy of open 
trade, because we know that on a level 
playing field, America’s workers can com-
pete with anyone in the world. We must 
make sure our children are learning and 
our workers are ready for their first day 
on the job. So I proposed reforms to im-
prove our schools and worker training pro-
grams.

We must have a national energy plan 
that promotes conservation, exploration, 
and investment in infrastructure, which will 
reduce our dependence on foreign sources 
of energy. I proposed such a plan 3 years 
ago. Now it’s time for the Congress to act. 

Our Nation has a healthy, vibrant, and 
growing economy. Our Nation is ready to 
face the economic challenges that lie ahead. 
We have millions of confident entre-
preneurs who work hard and take risks and 
create opportunities for others. We have 
a culture of innovation where people are 
encouraged to come up with new solutions 
to old problems. We have a great work-
force. With these strengths, there is no 
limit to how much we can accomplish, and 
I am certain that our best days are yet 
to come. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:30 
a.m. on June 18 in Bronson Hall at Fort 
Lewis, WA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
June 19. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on June 
18 but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks in a Discussion in Cincinnati, Ohio 
June 21, 2004 

The President. Okay, thanks. Sit down, 
please. We got to get to work. [Laughter]

Neil, thanks for having me. I appreciate 
the opportunity to come to such a shining 
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